The Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary is a vocational school that prepares individuals for a career in ministry. Accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, MABTS offers associate, master’s, and doctoral degrees in theology. MABTS’s main campus is located east of Memphis in Cordova, Tennessee, though the institution also maintains a branch campus in Schenectady, New York, and an extension campus in New Albany, Mississippi. Although the Southern Baptist Convention does not formally operate MABTS, the school adheres to the Baptist Faith and Message and follows the conservative theology of the SBC. In 1971, the “School of Prophets” was founded in Louisiana, but when no classes were officially held, the school was moved to Little Rock, Arkansas, at which time it received the name Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary. Four years later, the school was once again moved, this time to Memphis, Tennessee, taking over a campus formerly occupied by a Reformed Jewish Temple and Hebrew School. MABTS stayed in Memphis until1996, when the old Germantown Baptist Church in Germantown, Tennessee, offered a larger space for the growing school. After 10 years in Germantown, the school moved to its current location in Cordova, Tennessee, across from the Bellevue Baptist Church, which donated 35 acres to the seminary. MABTS bought another 16 acres for the campus and built a $28 million facility to serve the educational needs of future ministerial professionals. Today, the seminary offers a number of degrees, including the Master of Divinity, which I earned in 2000. Students at MABTS are also working toward Masters of Missiology, Masters of Christian Education, and Masters of Arts in Christian Education. For more advanced students, MABTS also awards the Doctor of Ministry and Doctor of Philosophy. 

