At the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, the candidates in the Doctor of Ministry program are trained to be purpose-driven leaders who can strengthen today’s churches and make a positive impact on today’s world by spreading the message of Jesus Christ. Since ministry professionals have varying goals, the Doctor of Ministry Program at SBTS can be tailored to the specific strengths and aims of each candidate. Possible avenues of study include everything from missiology, leadership, and ministry to education, counseling, theology, and music. As outlined by the Association of Theological Schools in the United States and Canada, the Doctor of Ministry is a doctoral-level degree that proves a proclivity toward ministerial leadership. According to rules laid out by ATS, candidates must complete three years of full-time ministry after receiving a Master of Divinity before they can pursue a Doctor of Ministry, and if they have not earned a Master of Divinity, additional preliminary coursework may be required. The goal of earning a Doctor of Ministry is to equip oneself for the practice of and leadership in ministry. The Doctor of Ministry requires candidates to complete one year of academic study and then write a dissertation or conduct another major research project, which can occupy anywhere from two to five years. Other degrees, such as a Doctor of Theology or a Doctor of Philosophy in Religion, do not demand the application-oriented research associated with the Doctor of Ministry and are thus more academically focused than practical degrees. A dissertation for a Doctor of Ministry must therefore be based upon actual applied ministry and concentrate on different areas of research. The Doctor of Ministry is primarily designed for working clergy and allows for part-time study while students maintain their roles as leaders in their spiritual communities. I earned my Doctor of Ministry from SBTS in 2008. 

